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Che Hancock House and Its Builder 


By Watrer KENDALL WarkKINS 


ERY little has been said or writ- 

ten about the first owner of the 

Hancock house which formerly 
stood on Beacon Hill, Boston. It was 
Thomas Hancock who built the house 
and his success in business brought him 
an immense fortune for those days. If 
it had not been for his wealth and the 
position given his nephew, by being his 
heir, it is doubtful if the younger Han- 
cock would have become such a public 
figure to future generations. 

The first of the Hancock family to 
settle in this country was Nathaniel, 
who came to Cambridge about 1634, 
from the west of England. His son, 
Nathaniel, was one of the town drum- 
mers, who not only drummed at the 
exercises of the military company, but 
also used his drum as a call to church 
and all other public occasions, in place 
of the later church bell. The younger 
Nathaniel was also a deacon of the 
Cambridge Church and when his oldest 
John, manhood after 
graduating from Harvard College in 
1689, he taught the Grammar school 
and, desiring to become a minister, was 
ordained in 1698 at Cambridge Farms 
(Lexington). 


son, grew to 


Rev. John Hancock became eminent 
in his profession and was generally 
styled “Bishop Hancock.”” He married 
Elizabeth, daughter of Rev. Thomas 
Clark of Chelmsford and granddaughter 
of Elder Jonas Clark of Cambridge. 
This couple, with such a religious an- 
cestry, would naturally devote their 
eldest son to the ministry. He was the 


Rev. John Hancock, born in 1702, a 
graduate of Harvard in 1719, and 


settled as minister at Braintree in 1726, 
where his son John, afterwards gover- 
nor, was born in 1737. Another son, 
E’benezer, who neiamen a general in the 
Revolution, was born in 1741. 

Rev. John Hancock of Braintree had 
a younger brother, Thomas, born at 
Lexington in 1703. He was not devoted 
to the ministry but toa trade connected 
with literature. At the age of fifteen he 
was apprenticed to Samuel Gerrish of 
Boston, bookseller, to learn the art or 
trade of a bookbinder. Gerrish was the 
son of a minister, Rev. Joseph Gerrish 
of Wenham, and had married a daugh- 
ter of Judge Samuel Sewall, the Boston 
Diarist. Mrs. Gerrish died and in 1712 
he married Sarah, the daughter of John 
Coney, a goldsmith of Boston. 
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In 1718, Gerrish had his book shop 
on Cornhill (now Washington Street) 
near the “Old Brick Meeting House’”’ 
which stood on the site of the present 
National Union Bank Building. 

In 1724, Thomas Hancock, then 
twenty-one years old, took a voyage to 
Plymouth, England, and on his return 
opened a book shop on Ann (now 
North) Street, near the drawbridge 
which spanned the Creek, a small 
Stream flowing into the harbor where 
Blackstone Street now crosses North 
Street. 

In 1728 he opened an account with 
Daniel Henchman, the bookseller and 
Stationer, which was to lead to a life 
partnership of a third of a century. On 
s November, 1730, he took as his wife, 
Lydia, daughter of Daniel and Eliza- 
beth (Gerrish) Henchman. In the year 
previous, 1729, we find him at his shop 
the “Bible and Three Crowns” near 
the Town Dock, a shop located on the 
south side of North Street halfway 
between Union Street and Merchants 
Row. Hancock occupied this shop about 
sixteen years. He had, in 1728, joined 
with Henchman, Benjamin Faneuil and 
Henry Phillips, in the manufacture of 
paper, under a patent granted by the 
General Court of Massachusetts. This 
partnership in the manufacture of 
paper, taken in connection with a com- 
fortable dowry from Henchman on his 
marriage, resulted in his success as a 
business man. 

Hancock’s methods as a_ publisher 
were similar to those of the present day, 
at the expense of the author, but his 
book ventures instead of being fiction 
were of a profoundly religious charac- 
ter. His consignments of books from 
:ngland were also mainly religious or 
of a very learned nature. While his 
father-in-law, Henchman, was a sta- 


tioner as well as bookseller, young Han- 
cock branched out into a wider field 
and received consignments of a more 
varied stock. While Henchman paid 
for his imports of paper, books, etc., 
with gold and silver, Hancock sent over 
consignments of dried fish, whale oil 
and bone, skins, tar and turpentine. 
In this way he shortly built up a good 
trade and began to accumulate a 
fortune. 

In 1733, Henchman built for himself 
a residence on Queen Street, the Court 
Street of today. It was situated on the 
south side of the street between Court 
Square and Tremont Street.* The 
comfortable residence of his father-in- 
law made Hancock ambitious to have 
a home of his own suitable to his in- 
creasing prosperity. Shrewd in his pur- 
chases, he desired an ample site, in a 
good situation, not too far from the 
settled part of the south end of the 
town, and to be bought at a reasonable 
price. Such a location he found on the 
southern slope of Beacon Hill. 

This hill had been devoted to pastur- 
age for the century of the town’s exist- 
ence and was crowned by the beacon. 
At its base was a little-used way lead- 
ing to pastures and an orchard. As 
early as 1640 a way led to the beacon 
by the route now School Street and 
Beacon Street as far as Somerset 
Street. Later, in 1662, this way was 
continued to the Common at the head 
of Park Street. By 1700, a way known 
as Davies Lane led to the pastures and 
an orchard. One of these pastures took 
in the land now occupied by the State 
House and its grounds and extended 
as far west as Joy Street. It contained 


*Daniel Henchman died in 1761 leaving his prop 
erty to his widow and his daughter and son-in-law, 
Thomas Hancock. No inventory was made and we do 
not know the value. 





Thomas Hancock 


PROM THE PAINTING BY COPLEY, AT HARVARD COLLEGE 
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about two acres. This was known, two 
centuries ago, as Alford’s pasture. 

In 1683, John Fairweather, a mer- 
chant of the town, sold to another 
merchant, Benjamin Alford, his house 
and garden. Fairweather had obtained 
it from his father-in-law, the earliest 
owner of the land. The site is now the 
easterly portion of the State House 
grounds. Just west of this was land, 
belonging to Fairweather’s brother-in- 
law, John Turner, which was sold by 
Turner’s heirs in 1681 to Colonel Samuel 
Shrimpton and was afterwards known 
as Shrimpton’s pasture. This became 
the property of a_ great-grandson, 
Shute Shrimpton Yeamans. This pas- 
ture Yeamans sold in 1752 to Thomas 
Hancock. The lot containing about two 
acres, was sold by the heirs of Gover- 
nor Hancock to the town of Boston, 
and afterwards given to the State for 
the erection of the State House in 179. 
John Alford resided in the house pur- 
chased by his father and was a very 
important citizen and distinguished in 
the affairs of the Province. 

Just west of Shrimpton’s pasture was 
another pasture of two acres, owned by 
Alford. In 1717, 1n a civil suit brought 
by Joseph Thompson of London, the 
westerly half of this pasture was assigned 

» Thompson and the easterly was re- 
tained by Alford. 

Thompson’s claim to the pasture was 
from a mortgage made by the owner in 
1677, John Wing, to John Richards, as 
attorney of Major Robert Thompson 
of London. Wing, however, owned but 
one half, the other half being owned by 
his brother-in-law, Richard Knight, 
who also mortgaged his half to John 
Richards, who bequeathed it to his 
daughter’s son, John, son of Benjamin 
and Mary (Richards) Alford. Distance 
and time probably gave to John Al- 


ford the impression that he was pos- 
sessed of the whole pasture but the 
courts decided otherwise and the west- 
erly half, as stated, was given to 
Joseph Thompson. 

West of Thompson's pasture was the 
Flm pasture, belonging to Judge 
Samuel Sewall, which was divided into 
lots about 172g and an attempt was 
made to develop the locality by laying 
out streets. Sewall,Coventry and Bishop 
Stoke Streets were the names given, 
but the project did not go through until 
a century later under the Mt. Vernon 
proprietors. This enterprise probably 
suggested to Thomas Hancock the de- 
sirability of the locality for residential 
purposes and he bought of John Alford, 
in 1735, his half of the pasture. It had 
a frontage on the Common of 135 feet, 
while its depth averaged three hundred 
feet. 

He purchased the land in September, 
1735, but it was not until the next sum- 
mer that he began operations. In June, 
17 36, he asked his associates, on the 
Wiese" of selectmen, for liberty to grade 
the street in front of his land. He was 
given permission to gravel the same, 
giving it a width of thirty feet provid- 
ing he prevented the gravel washing 
onto the Common and spoiling the 


herbage. By 1739 the way in front of 


his house was so much used by carts 
that he complained of its being spoiled. 
At the same time the Common was 
banked up in front of his house. The 
Common was railed in on the Tremont 
Street Mall in 1733 but rails were not 
put along Beacon Street till five vears 
later. At that time the water ran down 
from Beacon Hill across the Common 
and then down Winter Street, to the 
inconvenience of its residents. 


In the fall he prepared his land for 


the site of his house. 
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‘“T the Subscriber oblidge myself for 
Consideration of forty pounds to be 
well & truly paid me by Thos. Hancock 
Doe undertake to layout the upper 
garden allys. Trim the Beds & fill up 
all the allies with such Stuff as Sd 
Hancock shall order and Gravel the 
Walks & prepare and Sodd ye Terras 
adjoining with the Slope on the side 
next to Mr. Yeomans land, Likewise I 
oblidge my self to layout the next 
Garden or flatt from the Terras below 
and carry on the mold thereto belong- 
ing and fill up all the walks with 
Gravel & finish all off Compleat work- 


man like this fall to the satisfaction of 


said Hancock 

‘In witness whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand this 4th day of October 
17 36. Willm Grigg 


“Witness Nath! Glover” 


William Grigg was by occupation a 
gardener. But Hancock was not satis- 
fed with native talent in landscape 
gardening and so wrote to James Glin, 
a London gardener, 
follows: 


or seedsman, as 


Boston Decem® 20th 17 36 

“Mr. James Glin Sir 

“My Trees and Seeds of Capt. Ben- 
nett Came Safe to hand and I like them 
very well. | Return you my hearty 
Thanks for the Plumb Tree & Tulip 
Roots you were pleased to make a 
Present of which are very Acceptable 
to me. I have sent my friend Mr. Wilks 
a mem® to procure for me 2 or 3 Doz 
Yew Trees Some Hollvys & Jessamine 
Vines & if you have any Particular 
Curious Things not of a high price 
[that] will Beautife a flower Garden 
Send a sample with the price or a 
Catalogue of ‘em pray 
Catalogue of what Fruit 


send me a 


you have 


that are Dwarf Trees and Espaliers 
I shall want some next Fall for a Gar- 
den I am Going to lay out next Spring. 
My Gardens all Lve on the South Side 
of a hill with the most beautifull Assent 
to the top & its allowed on all hands 
the Kingdom of England don’t afford 

Fine a Prospect as I have both of 
land & water. Neither do I intend to 
Spare any Cost or pains in making my 
Gardens Beautifull or Profitable. If 
vou have any knowledge of Sir John 


James he has been on the Spott & 1s 


perfectly acquainted with its Situation 
& I believe has as high an opinion of it 
as myself, and will give it as Great a 
Carricter. Let me know also. what 
vou'l take for 100 small Yew Trees in 
the rough which I'd Frame up here to 
my own fancy. If I can do you any 
Service here I shall be glad & be 
assured I'll not forget your favour 
which being ve needful concludes Sr.’ 


The title of Sir was evidently an 
error as Sir John James was John, the 
son of Thomas and Eleanor James. His 
father was Thomas James, a London 
printer, who is described by John Dun- 
ton, the English bookseller who came 
to Boston, as “‘a man that reads much, 
knows his business very well, and 

something the better known for 
being the husband to that she-state- 
politician, Mrs. Eleanor James.”’ Mrs. 
James carried on the business of her 
husband after his death in 1711. Her 
portrait, in the full dress of a citizen’s 
wife, is preserved in Sion College, Lon- 
don. She is described as “‘a mixture of 
benevolence and madness.’ Her nu- 
merous writings largely consist of single 
printed sheets issued between 1685 and 
171 ¢. She constituted herself counsellor 
of the reigning sovereigns from Charles 
Il to George |. She was committed to 
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Newgate in 1689 “for dispersing scan- 


dalous and reflective papers.” 


The son, John James, was clerk of 


the works.at Greenwich Hospital from 
1705 until his death in 1746. He worked 
under Wren, Vanbrugh, Campbell and 
Ripley. He became master carpenter at 
St. Paul’s Cathedral in 1711 and later 
became surveyor. In 1716 he was 
chosen surveyor of fifty new London 
churches. In 1725 he was surveyor of 
Westminster Abbey. He designed the 
church of St. George, Hanover Square, 
and that at Twickenham; also the 
manor house opposite the church at 
Twickenham. He designed and altered 
many other churches and houses in 
England up to the year 1736. He 
joined his brother Thomas, a type 
founder, with others, in 1729, to work 
in London William 
block printing or stereotyping. The 
project came to a disastrous end in 1738 
and the losses fell heavily on John 
James and he died after a lingering ill- 
ness in 1746. He published two books 
on architecture and one on _ oid 
and practice of gardening (17 The 
latter was republished, with di ditions, 
in 1728. The most likely period for his 
visit to Boston was in 1736 when it ts 
not improbable that he was consulted 
by Thomas Hancock as to the archi- 
tecture of the house to be erected. 

Hancock’s importation of shrubs and 
seeds turned out badly as may be seen 
from the following letter to the London 
gardener: 

“Boston 

“Mr. James Glinn Sr 


June 24% 1737 


“T Recd your Letter & Baskett of 


flowers & Capt Morris & have desired 
Francis Wilks Esq to pay you 26 «tor 
them Though they are every one Dead. 
The Trees I received Last Year are 


about half Dead. The Hollys all dead 


Ged's system ot 


but one. most of the Ewe Trees will do 
well & worse than all is the Garden 
Seeds & Flower Seeds which you sold 
Mr. Wilks for me Charged at £6-8~—2 
Sterling were not worth one farthing. 
Not one of all the seeds came up Except 
the Asparrow Grass, So that my Gar- 
den is Lost to me this Year. I Tryed 
the Seeds both in Town in Country & 
all proved alike bad. I Spared Mr. 
Hubbard part of them & they Served 
him the same [ think vou have not 
done well by me in this thing for me 
to send 1000 Leagues Lay out my 
money and be so-used & Disappointed 
is very hard & I doubt not but what 
vou will Consider the matter & Send 
me over Some more of the Same Sorts 
of Seeds that are Good & Charge me 
nothing for them & if you don’t I shall 
think you have imposed upon me very 
much & will Discourage me from ever 
sending again for Trees or Seeds. If 
you put me up any let them be left at 
or Wilks. I design to send in the fall of 

e Year for a number of fruit Trees to 
ae next Spring. | am of opinion the 
Spring will be the best Time to bring 
them to this Country. The Tulip Roots 
vou were pleased to make a present of 
to me are all Dead. | Conclude Your 
Hmbe Servt.” 


Having his house planned, the next 
consideration was of what it should be 
built and the decision was for a stone 
structure of which material a large 
number of the town’s residences were 
constructed. The quarries at the North 
Commons in Braintree furnished a 
granite suitable for building. There 
was then standing in Braintree the old 
stone church which was erected in the 
last part of the 17th century, and 
stood till 1745. It had been built of 
granite from the quarries of that town. 
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But the plans of the London de- 
signer called for an artistic finish and 
the quoins and window caps were of a 
Connecticut freestone procured by 
Thomas Hancock at a cost of £300 in 
goods. They came from Thomas John- 
son’s quarry in what is now the town 
of Chatham, Conn. Later, during the 
Revolution, the quarry was worked by 
Shaler and Hall who advertised to sup- 
ply “‘at shortest notice and lowest 
price; either rough or finished for pub- 
lic or private builders.” 

The specifications for this stone work 
read as follows: 

“140 Stone for Quines for the 4 Corners of the 
house 20 Inch Long 8 high & 12 wide. 

“14 Stone for the Door 20 Inch Long 8 high. 

“12 Ditto about 12 Inch & 8 high. 

‘“« Kee Stone for the tops of the Door of about 
two feet the Exact Dimensions to be given 
hereafter. 

“to8 Stone 8 Inch high 6 wide for ye windows. 

““go Ditto Io Inch Long 8 high 6 wide tor Ditto. 

“ea Kee Stone tor the tops of nine windows the 
Exact Dimensions shall be given hereafter. 

“180 feet Stone for a water table round the 
House. 

‘““=9 feet for Stools for ye windows & Door. 

“Your Humb: Ser 
“Thos. Hancock.” 


The mason or builder, Joshua Blan- 
chard, was the same workman whose 
initials ““I.B.”’ were found on the south- 
east cornerstone of the Old South 
Meeting House. Another member of the 
family, Hezekiah Blanchard, was also 
occupied in hauling sand and other 
material for the structure. 

The granite was landed on the shores 
of the Back Bay at Blackstone's Point, 
now the junction of Beacon andCharles 
Streets, where a small wharf was lo- 
cated in the 17th century. The paint- 
ing of the house was done by Edward 
Stanbridge, painter; and the glazing 
was done by William Peck. 


Painted paper or paper hangings had 
been used in the interiors of the more 
pretentious houses of the town previ- 
ous to 1700. Hancock’s house, to be 
up to date, must have an interior finish 
in hangings for the walls. So he wrote 
the following to a London corre- 
spondent: 


“Boston June 13 1737 


“Mr. John Rowe 


‘‘Pray send me Some Patterns of 


Role Paper with the prices Affixt. 
Both -FKlock work & others of Lively 
Colours & good figures. If you could 
send a Yard of a Sort or half a yard 
may do just to give the Figure and 
Color. It would be a Great Advantage 
to vou and me in the Sale here for our 
people then would then suit them- 
selves with Color & Figure & then | 
shall have a Certain Sale for what I 
write for. If you cant send me Such 
Pattern as will Answer our Design 
please to send me 6 or 8 single Roles 
for a Triall and as you frequently write 
to Holland I shall be glad if you’l please 
to let me know what I can have a 
hanging for a Room of 15 Foot Square 
11 foot high painted for in Holland in 
Oyle Colour Landskip work to be well 
done being ye needfull Concludes 

“Sir Your most obliged Humbe servant 


a 


“Boston June 24 1737 

“Francis Wilks Esq 

“T beg your particular care 
about my Glass that it be the best 
and Every Square Cutt Exactly to the 
Size & not to warp or wind in the 
least & Pack’t up so that it may take 
no Damage on the Passage its for 
my Own Use & [I] would have it 
Extraordinary And desire you to pay 
JamesGlin 26, sterling for some flowers 
he sent me. Likewise I pray you to tell 


~~ 
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Specifications for the Stone Work in the Hancock House 
ORIGINAL IN THE HANCOCK PAPERS, IN THE POSSESSION OF THE NEW NGLAND HISTORI 
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First Floor Plan of nod Hancock Bouse 
FROM A MEASURED DRAWI® BY TOHN STU RE S 
him That all the Seed he put up forme Francis Wilkes, to ship him 38c 
last Year (Except the Asparagus) was squares of best London Crown ol; ASS 
not worth one farthing, not one of them =cut exactly 18 inches long and 111'4 


came up, they cost me £6-8—2 it was 
a great Damage to me & he ought to 
make me (sood, for to send SO far pay 
lear & be Imposed upon at such a Rate 
is hard to Bare and he must return me 
the money or send me the same sort- 
ment of seeds that are good.”’ 


On ¢ July, Thomas Hancock 
wrote to his correspondent in London, 


17 37,5 


of a suitable thickness to 
the largeness of the and 
from blister “‘and by all means be care- 
ful it don’t wind warp.” He 
ordered one hundred squares 12 inches 
long and 8!% inches wide of the same 
The large panes were in the 


nches W ide, 
glass tree 


also 


goodness. 
V inde WS of the two low erstories and the 
smaller panes show in the attic windows 
in views of the house madea century ago. 
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Front Hall and Staircase in Hancock House 


FROM A WOOD ENGRAVING IN Harper's Weekly, 1859, AFTER A DRAWING BY THOMAS WAUD 


In January, 1738, he again wrote 
about his hangings and desired a great 
variety of different sorts of birds, pea- 
fruits and 
Two more rooms were to be 


cocks, 
Howers. 
done and the paper hangings he con- 
sidered handsomer and better than 


maccoys, squirrels, 


painted hangings done in oil. At the 
same time he ordered twenty dozen 


blue and white Dutch tiles with hand- 
some figures. Also fifteen dozen blue 


and white tiles with beautiful figures 
but different from the first lot. 

In December, 1737, he wrote John 
Rowe, that owing to the difficulty 
about getting the painted hangings for 
his room from Holland entered at the 
Custom House in England, he need not 
get them. In January, 1738, he wrote 
him there was a great quantity of roll 
paper in Boston sent by a merchant 
from London, to be sold very cheap. 
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front Staircase from Hancock House 
AS RE-ERECTED IN A MANCHESTER, MASS., RESIDENCE 


He enclosed a pattern that he liked and 
the dimensions of a room, for a shaded 
hanging “for our own house to come 
early in the spring.”’ The pattern “was 
all of a room lately come over here and 
was the only paper hanging for sale 
here.”’ He desired him to add more 
birds here and there with some “‘land- 
skips,” the ground to be the same color 
as the pattern at top and bottom with 
a narrow border about two inches 
wide. The paper had been sent over 
three or four years before for Mr. Samuel 
Waldo and was made by Dunbar, in 
Aldermanbury, London. He desired the 
roll paper for his own use to be 
“extraordinary neat and ye figures and 
colours beautiful.” 

He wrote John Rowe on the 14 














Front Staircase from Hancock House 


AS RE-ERECTED IN A MANCHESTER, MASS, 


, RESIDEN 


Nov., 1738, that the room hangings 
had not vet been received. On 23 Jan., 
1738/9 he wrote Rowe: “Paper hang- 
ings received for my room. Think very 
dear & not so well done as expected.” 
In the same letter was an order for 


30 rolls of paper #32 at 3/3 

20 rolls of paper #20 at 2/4 to be glazed 

4 pieces flock work paper, green, at 4/ 3, 

10 pieces rich figures and beautiful, for my own 
house 

12 pieces paper, “green upon scarlet or upon a 
beautiful red yt wont fade the figures to be 
very rich & beautiful fine cloth not to exceed 
¢/ per roll” 

20 pieces paper scarlet upon a good green ground, 
not to exceed ¢ 


Shortly after, the furniture to be in- 
Stalled in his new house took up his 
attention and he wrote Francis Wilkes, 
20 Dec.., 17 39, ordering a clock. He de- 
sired a handsome chiming clock of the 
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y of Boston Athenacun 
Railing on Second Floor of Staircase Ball in 
Hancock House 


FROM AN OLD STEREFOSCOPIC VIEW 


newest fashion, of good black walnut, 
tree veneer work, with dark 
lively branches. He desired on top, in- 
Stead of balls, three handsome carved 
figures, gilt, with burnished gold. The 
case without figures was to be ten feet 
high and to cost from 1¢ to 20 guineas. 
He emphasized that it was to be for his 
own use and advised that it be bought 
of Mr. Marmaduke Storr at the foot of 
London Bridge. Later in the century 
Storr was located at 20 Lombard 
Street. 

On 10 July, 1739, Hancock wrote 
that the clock had arrived: “exchange 
the figures for Fame, Peace and Plenty 
to be ten inches long.”’ It is doubtful if 
he succeeded in having the figures 
changed as the clock when sold on 
Governor Hancock’s death in 17g3 had 
simply balls on the top. It was bought 
by Wilham Gray and is now owned 
by a resident of Brookline. The dial 
bears the name of ‘“‘Marmaduke Storr 
foot of London Bridge.” The case is 
Oriental lacquer work as copied in 
England between 1710 and 17¢0 and is 
without doubt the clock which arrived 
in Boston in July, 1739. 

At the same time he ordered a look- 


case, 
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Pendant from Staircase Hall, Hancock House 


IN MUSEUM OF THI 








SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


ing glass, the lower plate four feet 
long and twenty-two inches wide, the 
top plate to be in proportion to the big- 
ness of the lower plate; the frame to be 
veneered English walnut, dark veined, 
with a handsome carved gilt edge. 

Having built a fine house and set up 
as a gentleman of wealth, it was desir- 
able to give himself all the luxuries of 
his position. He therefore wrote to a 
friend in London, in November, 1739: 
‘“T ask the favour of you to look into 
the Herald’s Office & take out my 
arms. Lett it be well cutt Crest & Arms 
in Silver and fixt to Ivory for the use 
of a Compting Room.” 

In 1764, Thomas Hancock died leav- 
ing his estate to his widow and his 
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Court ) Bo nign Ss l¢ 
Fireplace in the Parlor of the Hancock House 
FROM AN OLD STEREOSCOPIC VIEW 


nephew John. No inventory was to be 
filed. His estate was probably the larg- 
est in the Province. For a score of years 
he had dealt in supplies for the troops 
and the settlements in the North and 
had dealt with great shrewdness. 

The mansion house lot varied in size 
at different periods. At the time of Gov- 
ernor Hancock’s death it contained 
75,625 square feet; the frontage on Bea- 
con Street was 67 feet and the depth 
106 feet. Later, the frontage was 130 
feet (1828) and in 1863 it was g3 feet. 

The house had a front of 53% feet 
and was 6314 feet deep. A dozen stone 


Steps led up to the front door. Some of 


these steps are at “Pine Banks,” 
Jamaica Plain. The front door is at the 
Bostonian Society's rooms. A balcony 
over the front entrance had two iron 
brackets for lanterns. There was also 
an iron arched support for a lantern 
over the main entrance gate. The tiled 
roof was surmounted bya battlement or 
balustrade of and there were 
three dormer windows in the front. In- 
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C irté y Bo 
Corner in Parlor of Hancock House 


FROM AN OT 


tontan Soctet: 


STEREOSCOPIC VIEW 


cluding the kitchen in the ell, in the 
rear, there were fifty-four windows in 
the house. 

To the south and west of the house 
there was a barn of brick and wood of 
two stories and covering 20S0 square 
feet. In this and in the coach house 
were kept an English chariot, a small 
chariot, a coach, chaise sulky, kittereen, 
boobyhut,* double and single sleighs 
and a horse cart. Governor Hancock 
owned four horses at the time he died. 

The value of the mansion house and 
buildings, including coach house, barn, 
coach yard and garden back of the 
house, was £5,000 or 325,000. The value 
during the first half of the next century 
was from 330,000 whys at different 
dates. In 1863 

On entering the tran one ‘Step ped 
into an entrance hall facing a grand 
Staircase still preserved in a house at 
Manchester, Mass. The hall extended 
to the back of the house with an exit 
to the garden in the rear. 


*Boobvhut is a sleigh with aco a chaise 


vered top like 


or coach. 
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Che Hancock House, Beacon Street, Boston 


FROM A PHOTOGRAPH MADE ABOUT 18<6 
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In this great entry were displaved 
landscapes, prints and portraits. The 
work of American artists as well as for- 
eigners was represented. Paintings by 
Badger, Smibert and Copley, Bosto- 
nians and near neighbors of the Han 
cocks, hung upon the walls. In this hall 
also stood the tall London clock made 
by Marmaduke Storr and valued at £6 
in the Governor's inventory. 

On the right, one entered the great 
parlor or reception room, the door 
covered with forty yards of carpeting. 
A dozen mahogany chairs with hair 
cloth bottoms, two armchairs with 


crimson furnishings, and a settle of 


the same, a sideboard and round 
tables were about the room. The cur- 
tains were of damask as were the win 
dow squabs or cushions. An open fire- 
place heated the room, which was 








Co wee y Bostonian S 
The Gashington Room in the Hancock House 


FROM A WOOD ENGRAVING IN Harper's Weekly, 1859 


lighted by brass and glass bracket 
candlesticks. 

On the left of the hall was the sitting- 
parlor or family drawing room. In this 
room were half a dozen chairs with 
leather seats and two “‘lolling-chairs.”’ 
A small settle and small sideboard, a 
three-foot table and card table were 
also among the furniture. A fireplace 
cheered the room with heat and light. 

In the rear of this parlor was the 
back parlor or dining room. The floor 
was covered by a canvas carpet. It 
contained a sideboard and two large 
tables five and four and a half feet. A 
desk bookcase and green armchair 
were among its furnishings. A pair of 
looking glasses and sconces for candles 
reflected the light from the fireplace. 

A small room back of the great 
parlor was used as a library or office 
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and was furnished with a mahogany 
\W ardrobe and bookcase. 

Over the great parlor was the great 
or best chamber. In this room had slept 
the distinguished guests. It was fur- 
nished in vellow damask. The bed and 
window curtains, squabs, “sopha,”’ 
easy chair and ten smaller chairs were 
all of vellow damask. There was a ma- 
hogan four-poster, a screen, secretary, 
bookcase and dressing table, a looking 
glass and five glass sconces which re- 
Hected the light from the hreplace. A 
Wilton carpet covered the floor. 

The southwest front chamber was 
furnished in crimson including the bed, 
hangings and window curtains. An easy 
chair, bureau, Pembroke table, looking 
glass and a pair of glass sconces were 
its furniture. A small iron chest and 
two small pictures of Thomas Hancock 
and his wife identify the room as that 
of the Governor. 

In the rear of this was the northwest 
chamber with a mahogany field bed- 
stead having “‘copper plate’ curtains. 
Walnut chairs, a bureau, looking glass, 
dressing table, short mahogany stand 
and an old-fashioned walnut chest of 
drawers were its furniture. Like the 
northwest and great chamber it had its 
fireplace. 

Back of the great chamber was the 
little northeast room with a field bed- 
Stead and half a dozen walnut chairs. 
Above the chambers were the garrets; 
southeast, northeast, northwest and 
southwest were the names given them. 
There was also the long entry garret 
in which twelve broad-backed 
veneer chairs, and six old trunks of 
papers some of which contained Daniel 


were 


Henchman’s books and accounts or 
those of Thomas Hancock. 

The kitchen in the rear of the house 
contained the usual furniture, — the 


jack, smoke jack, crane, spit, kettles, 


marble mortar, etc. The china room 
also requires mention with its Liver- 
pool and china ware, glass and plate. 
There was also the “Ironing Room or 
laundry” witha marble slab and frame, 
two clothes horses, two folding boards 
and two walnut tables. 

Attached to the east end of the house 
is said to have been a one-story wooden 
Structure sixty feet long. It was de- 
signed for festive occasions and had on 
its walls paintings of many Revolu- 
tionary heroes. It was removed, in 1818, 
to Allen Street at the West End of 
Boston. The site was part of Prince’s 
pasture where at the lower end, on the 
marsh by the Charles River, the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital was being 
erected at that time, of Chelmsford 
granite. 

Samuel Spear, who married two of 
the Hancock heirs, two of the daugh- 
ters of Governor Hancock’s sister, 
Mary (Hancock) Perkins, purchased a 
Strip of the Prince pasture in 1811 and 
this later became the land, south side of 
Allen Street running through to Mc- 
Lean Street. Here he built a house and 
on the west of this house the addition 
taken from the Hancock mansion, is 
said to have been placed. It was part 
of the house No. 26 Allen and No. Ig 
McLean Streets. Spear, through his 
wives, came into possession of the land 
on Hancock Avenue on which stood the 
houses recently demolished, and adjoin- 
ing the Hancock mansion on the east. 





BARRACK 


Brew Howse. 
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GLEANINGS FROM I8TH CENTURY Boston NEWSPAPERS 


CastLeE Witiram, Bos- 
ron. A Barrack of 200 feet long, 36 
feet wide and 14 feet studd, to have 
16 Rooms on each Floor, 4 main 
Entries, 4 stacks of stairs, and Cab- 
bins sufficient to lodge 700 men; the 
outside to be rough boarded, with 
feather-edg’d Boards, and _ clap- 
boarded: the inside to be lined with 


Boards planed and feather edged or 


groved; also to have 6 double and 
4 single stacks of Chimneys, and the 
whole Building to be well under- 
pinned, is proposed to be built forth- 
with at Castle William,... proposals 
in writing to be submitted before 
March 7th to John Osborne, Esq. ... 
— Boston Gazette, Mar. 4, 1755. 

The Brew House in 
Brattle Street, near Dr. Colman’s 
Meeting-House, formerly in the 
Occupation of Calder & Torrey, be- 
ing finely fitted up with a fine new 
copper, and all other proper Utensils, 
is again opened; where Gentlemen 
and others may be supply’d with 
Beer for their Families, and Mer 
chants for their Shipping, by Wm. 
Calder. — Boston News-Letter, Aug. 


Brick Oven Fire. A house of one 
Grant, near the ferry at Marblehead, 
was destroyed by fire, it was thought 
“the Fire took a Post of the House, 
thro’ the defect of the Oven.” The 
family before night had heated the 
oven and “‘fill’d the same with apples 
and a Pye” and went to visit a neigh- 
bor a quarter of a mile away leaving 
the house empty. The next morning 
atter the fire “they drew out their 


~~ 
~~ 


BRICKS. 


Batch, and found it not too much 
Baked.” — Boston News-Letter, Sept. 
14/21, 1732. 

To be sold very reasonable, 
about Forty Thousand best large 
siz'd well-made Bricks, with a pro- 
portionable Number of Sand Bricks, 


Water Tables and O G's; inquire of 


the Printers hereof.—Bosfon Gazette, 
June 18, 17¢9. 


Bi — MATERIALS. To be sold bv 


Capt. Cyprian Southack at his Hill, 
Sand for Plastering, Sand for Brick 
work, Mould and Gravel, Sand at 
one shilling a Cart Load, Mould Two 
Shillings a Cart Load, and Gravel at 
Three Pence a Cart Load; there being 
‘Two very good Cart ways to fetch } If, 
one over against the Bowling-Green 
lin Cambridge Street], and the other 
by Mr. William Young the Glasier’s 
House. — Boston News-Letter, Mar. 
12-Ig, 171$/10. 


CHIMNEY SWEEP. Ran away on Thurs- 


day last, from his Master James Fair- 
service of Boston, a Servant Lad, 
named Wm. Thomas, about 17 
Years old, small of his age, short 
black Hair, black Eyes (he often 
bungs the same to the Grief and 
Damage of his Master,) was bred a 
chimney-sweeper, and has been em- 
ploy’d in that Service, and went 
away in and with his Sweeper’s 
Gears, had on two dark Jackets 
pretty sutty; chews Tobacco plenti- 
fully, and chuses the best sort. Who- 
ever shall take him up & bring him 
to his Master, shall have two Dollars, 
and necessary Charges. 

All Masters of Vessells are cau- 
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Cross-Bar OF THE CHIMNEY. 


(GGROUND 


WoobDEN 


EK ARLY 


tion’d against carrying him off; for 
he cost me 2<0 Pounds old Tenor 6 
months ago. 
Fames Fairservice. 
— Boston Gazette, Nov. 14, | 
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CHIMNEY SWEEP. William Salter, ee 


by notifies the inhabitants of Boston, 
that he sweeps chimneys after the 
best manner, as he used to do in 
London; being allowed of by the 
select-men of said Boston, who have 
stated the price cheaper than others 
have had: To whom any person giv- 
ing notice, at his father Stone’s 
house, near the case of drawers, in 
North Street, may be readily serv’d, 
either by sweeping, or putting out 
fires in chimneys. — Boston Gazette, 
May 26, 1755. 

4 dwell- 
ing-house in Bridgewater. caught 
fire at about four in the afternoon 
during the absence of the family 
‘supposed to be occasioned by the 
Cross-Bar of the Chimney’s taking 
Fire and burning thro’ to the wooden 
work.’ — Boston Gazette, Mav 209, 
I7 SS, . | 
CuHIMNEYS. A double house 
with three Ground Chimneys, two 
Chamber Chimneys,” advertised for 
sale by Capt. Nathaniel 
Hingham. — Boston News - Letter, 
Jan. 12-19, 1712/13. 

CHIMNEY. A_ small house 
about seven miles from Annapolis, 
Maryland, which had a_ wooden 
chimney, took fire while the occu- 
pants were away and burned down. 
— Boston Gazette, Feb. 19, 1754. 
SHELTERS IN CHARLESTOWN. 
In the obituary of Dea. Bartholomew 
Green, the printer of the Boston 
News-Letter, who died Dec. 
it is stated that his father, Capt. 
Samuel Green, who arrived in 


sc 


> — 79 
28, 1732, 


Hall of 


Charlestown in 1630, “upon their 
first coming ashore both he and 
several others were for some time 
glad to lodge in empty casks to 
shelter them from the Weather, for 
want of Housing.’’— Boston News- 
Letter, Dec. 28—Jan. 4, 1732/3. 


kaneUIL Hacyi Cecttar. Any Person or 


Persons inclined to undertake the 
digging and making a Cellar at their 
own Charge, under Faneuil Hall, tor 
doing w hich they are to be allowed 
a Lease of the same for such a Term 
of Years, as shall be equivalent to the 
Expence they are at, are desired to 
send in their Proposals as soon as 
may be to the Selectmen. — Boston 
Gazette, Sept. 28, 1761. 


FIREPLACE IN THE CELLAR. To be Lett, 


G 


HouseE 


AMBERING Roor. 


a large Brick House in Dassert’s 
Lane (so called) in Queen Street, 
formerly the Estate of Capt. Robert 
Harris, deceased, three Rooms on a 
Floor, and nine Fire Rooms in the 
House, well finish’d, with a Cellar 
the same Bigness of the House, with 
a Fire Place in the same, and also a 
good Well & Pump. — Boston Ga- 
zette, Sept. 11, 


—_—-— + 


53° 

To be sold at pub- 
lick Vendue, by Capt. Daniel Goffe, 
at the E xchange Tavern, on Thurs- 
day the first of December next, at 
three o’Clock Afternoon: Sundry 
parcels of land with Buildings there- 
on lying in Boston near Sudbury 
Street, viz.: One Tenement two 
Stories upright, with a Gambering 
Roof, three Rooms on a Floor, a good 
Yard and Garden, being sixty foot 
on the Street and sixty feet Rear, & 
about fifty-four feet deep. 
Boston Gazette, Nov. 21/28, 
CONSTRUCTION. Lightning 
Struck the house of Thomas Brooks 
at Newport, R. I. on Mar. 12, 1704- 
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s, about noon, and “‘almost broke 
down the South-end of his House, 
... broke several Windows to pieces 
and the Glass, broke the plank clear 
through in several places of the 
sides, and tore the Clapboards off the 
sides three or four foot wide, broke 
down most of the Tonnel of his 
Chimney it started the shelter 
of the Cellar door three inches out of 
its Place,” etc. — Boston News-Let- 
ter, Mar. 19-26, 170%. 
House Construction. Lightning 
struck the house of Vigilans Fisher 
at Dedham.—bricks were “‘beat oft 
the Chimney and one of the 
Spars of the House split from the 
chimney down-wards to the Plate, 
and from thence taking the Post 
of the fore door.’’— Boston Ne wv s- 
Letter, June 10 17, 1706. 
FRONTIER SETTLERS Howse. Six thou- 
sand acres of Province land lying 
south of Charlemont, Mass., were 
advertised for sale to the highest 
bidder, to be set up at three shillings 
per acre, the purchaser to give bonds 
to settle fifteen families on said 
land and ‘“‘to build an House 18 feet 
Square and 7 feet Stud, and to clear 
up 6 acres fit for Mowing and Tillage, 
and stock the same with English 
Grass, or Grain for each Family.” — 
Boston Gazette, Feb. 27, 1753. 
SerTLerSs Houses In Maine. The Pro- 
prietors of the Kennebeck Purchase 
advertised the laying out of town- 
ships west of the Kennebeck river 
near kort Western (now Augusta) 
settlers to be granted 200 acres of 
land “‘on Condition that they each 
build an House not less than twenty 
eet square, and seven Feet stud.” 
. and dwell on their premises for 


seven vears. — Boston Gazette, June 
6, 1702. 


House Latp 1n O1L. To be sold a large 


Dwelling House and Land, well fin- 
ished and laid in oil, with a Good 
Cellar, under both Ends, having a 
Chimney in one Part, a good Pump 
at the Door and a Garden, standing 
in Charter Street, Boston. . . .— 
Boston News-Letter, Apr. 23-30, 1722. 
AIL Srorm ar Hampton, N. H. A 
severe hail storm at Hampton, N. H., 
when hailstones fell “‘as big as Hen’s 
Kggs, many equal to Goose Eggs, 
and some measuring from two & an 
half to three Inches Diameter” broke 
much window glass “especially the 
House of Dr. Dearborn, well 
glazed with 7 by 9g, had not one 
Window left whole, and several Win- 
dows not one Square... 


Levi 


= h ere were 


about 300 Squares broke.”’ — Boston 
Gazette, June 25, 1754. 
Avcumuty House ror Sate. To be 


sold upon one or two Years Credit 
paying lawful Interest, the House, 
Gardens, & Out Houses of Robert 
Auchmuty, Esq., scituate in Essex 
street at the South Kind ot Boston: 
He purposing altogether to live at 
his House in Roxbury, and keep an 
Office in Kingstreet. 

N. B. The House is Wenscotted from 
the Garret to the Cellar, saving one 
chamber, which is well hung, most of 
the Chimney Pieces are marble, with 
Marble Hearths, and all with Glasses 
over them, as the Gardens are, and 
the Out Houses consist of back 
Kitchen, Coach I louse, Stable, W 0 rd 
House, Cow House, Hen House, and 
three Coal Houses. — Bo.s7on Gazette, 
Nov. 27, Dec. 4 


—= > , 
1738. 
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Boston House ror SALe. To be sold 


for ready money, or on Credit with 
good Security, A Large new dwell- 
ing House, very handsomely fin- 
ished, with a fine Stair Case of g feet 
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in the middle, 3 Rooms on a Floor 
besides a large Pantree and an excel- 
lent good Cellar, painted throughout 
both within and on the outside, very 
well accommodated with good Water, 
handsome Yard & Pump in it, very 
convenient for the Kitchen; Scituate 
in Braintree, opposite to the Rev. 
Mr. Miller’s Church. Inquire of the 
Publisher and know further. — Bos- 
ton Gazette, Keb. Ig 26, 17 39. 


Dovus.ie House ror Sate. The Lynn- 


Spring Frame between Salem and 
Lynn to be Sold on Reasonable 
Terms: It contains 20 acres inclosed 
with a Stone Fence: Several other 
parcels of Land that are not fene’d, 
good Pastorage, Maedow and Com- 
monage: Having thereon a _ good 
double House, 4 Rooms on a Floor 
fit for an Ordinary, with a Barn 
and other Accommodations: Inquire 
of John Campbell Post-master of 
Boston and know further. — Bo.sfon 
News-Letter, Mar. 17-24, 1707. 


New Howse ror SAce. To be Lett or 


Sold, A new handsome well Built 
House, three rooms upon a Floor, 
Sash Windows and Window-Shuts 
in all the Rooms, all nicely Painted, 
good Closets, two 1n most ot the 
Rooms, a good large Dry Cellar, the 
Pump very near the Kitchen Door, 
a good Garden ready fit for House 
Keeping, having most sorts of Kit- 
chen Seeds come up; Any Person 
that has a mind to Buy, may take 
any reasonable Time to pay the 
greatest part of the Money in. In- 
quire of John Staniford. — Boston 
News-Letter, May 13-20, 1731. 


Houses tro Ler. David Collson, ir. 


advertised ““To be Let opposite to 
the Elm-Trees, at the South End, 
a large commodious  well-finish’d 
House, suitable for a Gentleman, 


having nine Fire Rooms in it, with 
a large Pantery, a Plank Cellar of 
sixty Feet long, a good Paved Yard, 
a choice well of water, a Cistern that 
holds ten Hogsheads of Rain Water, 
a good Garden,” ere... Cit. Another 
house “just above” with six Fire 
Rooms, etc. ““with the Out-housen.”’ 
— Boston Gazette, July 23, 1754. 


‘% 
House ror SALE. To be sold, a House 


& Land measuring in Depth 200 
eet, 45 Feet Front and Rear, the 
House thereon is a well built brick 
House, double Boarded and Slated, 
four Rooms on a Floor, and a Stair 
Case handsomely Wainscoted, also 
three of the lower Rooms, two Cham- 
bers in the first story hung with 
Scotch Tapestry, the other Green 
Cheney, the upper chambers well 
Plaistered and white wash'd, a good 
(sarret over the House Ic Koot high, 
with commodious out Houses, a 
Barn, Stable, Chaise House We. Any 
Person minding to purchase the 
same may do it, by paying 600 I. 
down, 600 |. more in 6 months, and 
the remainder on Interest with sufh- 
cient Security. Inquire of J. Boydell. 
— Boston Gazette, Nov. & [+ 17 30. 


House or EomMunb Quincey. For Sale, 


The Farm, Mansion House and 
‘arm Houses, formerly belonging to 
Kdmund Quincey, Esq., situate in 
Brantree, about a mile from Rev. 
Dr. Miller’s Church. The Mansion 
House has 4 Rooms on the lower 
loor, besides a Dairy Room, 11 
good Chambers on the two upper 
Floors, convenient lire Places be- 
sides the Kitchen, several of which 
are handsomely tiled. Three of the 
lower Rooms and three of the Cham- 
bers, with a large Entry and Stair 
Case are well painted, and two of the 
Rooms hung with painted Canvas. 
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A deep Cellar runs under the whole 
House, the walls of which are laid in 
Line Mortar, with three good Arches 
one large enough for a Winter Dairy 
Room. ...— Boston Gazette, Mar. 2, 
i761. 

Leanro. John Wheelock of Leomin- 


Ster, advertized for a sale a farm of 


45 acres, well accommodated for a 
tavern, the house having two stories, 
with two cellars under it, “with a 
Backlento, comfortably finish’d with 
two smoaks from the Bottom.’ — 
Boston Gazette, Mar. 21, 1757. 
DaMaAGE BY LiGHTNING. Last Lord’s- 
Day the 2d Instant, a Thunder-Clap 
struck the House of Daniel Davis in 
Rutland and spent its force on a new 
Krame adjoining to the Dwelling- 
House. It ran along the ridge Pole 
. shivered the principal and corner 


post, ... tore off the Cock-tenon of 


the Post... moved the mantle-tree a 
little, and split a Hearth-Stone.. . 
melted a Carpenter's Square at two 
corners. .— Boston News-Letter, 
July 6 13, 1732. 

DamacGe BY Licutninc. The lightning 
Struck the house of Mr. Jacob Hurd, 
in Atkinson Street, Boston, and first 
took off the top of the chimney at 
the south end of the house, split to 
pieces the corner balluster, then fell 
upon the roof and tore off abundance 
of shingles, and burst off the plaist- 
ering into the Garret then ran down 
the S.W. corner of the House, tore 
down the Spout and rent off several 
clapboards, etc., etc. — Boston News- 
Letter, May 18/25, 1738. 

Low Room. A convenient Dwelling 
House, having a Cellar, Low Room, 
Chamber and Garret, in Pudding- 
Lane, Boston, to be Lett; Inguire 
at the Post Office in Cornhill, Bos- 
ton, & Know farther.— Boston News- 
Letter, Oct. 4-11, 1708. 


Jimmers or A Hovse. Lightning struck 


the house of Mr. Lyman in Boston, 
“tore off the slate & burst out of the 
cornish; and as it then ran down the 
perpendicular sides of the House, it 
both broke the Windows & split 
their Krames, and began to melt 
both the upper & lower ends of the 
Jimmers and the Heads of the 
Nails.”” — Boston News-Letter, June 


oe) 5 =“ 
a ~4, | 26. 


Marspie Hearrus, Marble Mortars, 


and Holland Wares, to be sold very 
reasonably by Capt. Arthur Savage 
at his House in Brattle-Street, Bos- 
ton. — Boston News-Letter, Nov. 26- 
Dec. 3, 1716. 


Manrve-Tree. Lightning struck the 


house of Robert Hazard in ‘“‘the 
Narraganset Country,” Rhode Is- 
land. Killed a negro man “‘that sat in 
the Chimney Corner,” .. . “behind 
the Negroes head there was a hole 
made in the wall, the lime that came 
out of it Struck on the Garret of the 
house and mantle-tree, & the appo- 
site Jamm of the chimney like drops 
of Shot.”’— Boston News-Letter, Oct. 
20-27, 1707. 


MIEETI nGHouseConsrruction. Light- 


ning struck the meeting house at 
Taunton and “‘split the wooden but- 
ton on the Top of the Vane Spindle 
. destroyed the biggest part of the 
Covering of the Terret boards”’ 
The roof of the meeting house was 
“almost flat” but shingled, outside 
clapboarded; there was lath and 
plastering on the inside; ‘drove two 
of the Windows a little outward.” 
‘Several paynes of Glass are con- 


siderably shattered.” The wheel of 


the bell somewhat shattered. — Bos- 
ton News-Letter, Aug. 5-12, 1706. 


Meerinc House at Middletown, Conn. 


had upper and lower windows. A 
hurricane blew off its roof on Sunday, 





ee ee 


= @en 





eee fe 





Buildings and House Hardware 


tv 
‘yy 





May 23, 1708. “The violence of the 
Wind drove the Rain through our 
tight and close Buildings to a very 
great degree. — Boston News-Letter, 
May 24-31, 1708. 


Mererinc House at Reapinc. A 


stroke of lightning “‘broke off the 
Vane and Spindle, broke the Turret 
in pieces, shivered off the clapboards 
on the West and South sides from 
the top to the bottom; shattered one 
of the Doors,” etc. — Boston News- 
Letter, June 29—July 6, 1727. 


OutrsipE Oven. A fire hesaiee out in the 


house of Gerardus Comfort, a cooper 
on the North River side in New York 
City, “occasioned by a Crack in the 
oven, (which being then heating to 
bake Bread for the Family) thro’ 
which the Fire took hold of a Fish 
Cart.”’ — Boston News-Letter, Dec. 
27/Jan. 3, 1733/4. 


PINNACLE ON THE GABLE.On Thursday 


last the lightning struck “‘upon the 
Pinnacle on the Gable end of Mr. 
Creese Apothecary his House, which 
run down the said Gable-end, rasping 
and shivering the Timbers and Clap- 
boards as it went.” — Boston News- 
Letter, July 14-21, 1707. 


PLAN oR MopeE.t ror A BUILDING. Ata 


town meeting held in Boston, it was 
voted to build a Work House and a 
Committee as appointed “to prepare 
and present a Plan or Model of the 
said House,” at the adjourned meet- 
ing. — Boston News-Letter, Mar. 
10/17, 1730/7. 


ROYALL House. Meprorp. On the 


occasion of the celebration of the 
King’s birthday the troops under 
the command of Col. Isaac Royall 
met and performed the usual Exer- 
cise at Medford and were entertained 
at the Tavern. In the winning the 
officers and the principal inhabitants 


‘“‘were invited to his seat, where thev 
had an elegant Entertainment: his 
Summer House and Lanthorn were 
beautifully illuminated.” ...— Bos- 
ton Gazette, Nov. 15, 1756. 


LimME AND Sanp. To be Sold by Wi/- 


liam Wheeler, near Windmill-Point, 
Boston, About Six Thousand Bush- 
els of good Stone-Lime, where may 
be had in a month's Time, about 100 
Hogsheads of the same; Also Sand, 
Slate, and Stone for Building; Like- 
wise scouring Sand for Floors, all at 
a reasonable Price: The larger the 
Quantity the less the Price. — Bos- 
ton News-Letter, May 8, 1746. 


l.eAD Roor on Harvarp COLLEGE, 


Cambridge, Oct. 29. About 1 of the 
Clock in the morning there happened 
a kire in Harvard College occasioned 
by a foul Chimney which took fire, 
and the soot being blown into the 
Belfrey, fired some old Boards, and 
melted the Lead (wherewith the 
College was covered) and then fired 
the Planks: but one of the Tutors 
having the Key of the Scuttle which 
was lockt and barr’d was absent, 
wherefore 2 of the Students putting 
their backs to the Scuttle, forced it 
open, and threw water briskly, so 
that they quickly extinguished the 
lire, which otherwise had been of 
very ill consequence. — Boston News- 
Letter, Oct. 3o-Nov. 6, 1704. 


> | 


SHINGLES. On W enesday last, while the 


General Court was sitting here, a 
Bonefire was made in King-Street, 
below the Town-House, of a parcel 
of Shingles (upwards of Eight thou- 
sand out of Ten thousand) found de- 
fective by the Surv eyors both as to 
length and breadth prescribed by 
law, which Shingles were rather 
Chips than Shingles, and to prevent 
the like for the future, both makers 
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and sellers of shingles had best con- 
form to the Law and prevent any 
more such Bonefires. — Bosfon News- 
Letter, Mar. 23-30, 1713. 

SHINGLES. By enactment of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Island of Bar- 
badoes, all shingles imported from 
New England must be not less than 
1814 in. long, § in. wide and half an 


inch thick. — Boston News-Letter, 
Oct. 19-26, 1713. 
Sanp FOR FLoorRS AND SCOURING. 


Whereas there are some Il|l-minded 
Persons designing to hurt me in my 
Business, and personate my People 
who sell Sand, fine Salt, Xc, pretend. 
ing they belong to me, and so impose 
on some of my best customers, to m\ 
great Disadvantage; To prevent 
their mischievous Designs, I have 
set my Name on the sides of my 
three carts, with the Parts of the 
Town they are to supply, strictly 
charging my People to be very oblig- 
ing to every Customer, the Sand | 
sell for six advantage old Tenor for 
what it is sold for out of the Slo Ips, 
and the Salt for one Shilling: 
Gentlemen and Ladies; You shall 
have a constant Supply; and altho’ | 
am engaged in the War, there is none 
would more chearfully embrace, or 
more faithfully improve an oppor- 
tunity to serve your Interest, than 
vour humble Servant, ames Fair- 


service. — Boston Gazette, May 19, 
1747. 

SHop Sicns. Mrs. Hannah Boydell, 
wife of Mr. Boydell (Register of 


Probates for the County of Suffolk) 
Sells Bohea and Green Tea, Cottee, 
Chocolate, Loaf Muscovado 
Sugars of all Sorts. In a Shop 
adjoining to the Naval ( ice. & over 
against the Bunch of Grapes Tav - 
in King Street, Boston, Bag"N. | 


and 


Instedd of a Sign to the Shop, there's 
Placed before the Window, 
ters, Jarrs and 
Boston Ne ws-Letter, July 1 [4/22. [7 31. 
ATE. A Parcell of Slate, ready Hol’d 
and Cut, fit to be Laid on Houses, to 
be Sold by Mr. Jarvis Ballard, either 
by wholesale or parcels. — Boston 
News-Letter, Oct. 13-20, 1718. 

ATE AND Stone Work. Wanted 
that understands 
slate to cover Houses: 
agree for 


Canis- 


Sugar Loaves. — 


SL: 


S 


Person cutting 
; who wil] 
month, or as man\ 
Days as he will work this | ‘all, and 
pay him Forty Shillings Old Tenor, 
for Four Shillings Sterling per Day, 
he finding himself: and if he wants 
to Board he may 
able at the 
the Works: 


to provide 


one 


agree very reason- 
Tenants who lives nigh 
the Subscriber will 

this Fall upon 
proper Encouragement; also Stones 
for building or any sort of Stone 
proper for filling up Drains, or filling 
Bridges, they may have them brought 
to any Place not exceeding six miles 
from the work at Cambridge, by 
agreeing with me at my House near 
the King’s Chappel, between the 
Hours of Eleven and Twelve in the 
lkorenoon. a 
— Boston Gazette, Nov. 
Srone Howse. 


AQ ree 


Jones. 
3, 176¢ 
The nya attacked a 
scouting party near Cape Neddick, 
Nle., and the stragglers took refuge in 
‘‘a Stone House where they brav ely 
defended themselves till they 
reliev'd from the Town.” — Boston 
News-Letter, May 12-19, 1712. 
Buncu or Grapes TAVERN Baccony. 
On Oct. 11th the anniversary of the 
King’s Coronation was observed and 
“in the Evening a Great Number 
of curious Fire-works were plaid 
off “they being thrown from the 


were 


balcony ‘of the Bunch of Grapes 
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Tavern in King Street, Boston. Some 
on the balcony “bearing too hard 
against the Banisters, the whole 
l‘ront fell down” and five or six men 
fell into the street and received 
broken limbs. — Boston News-Letter, 
Oct. §/12, 1732. 

TURRET ON THE ANCHOR TAVERN, 
Bosron. On Thursday the 24th, the 
Weekly Lecture being turned into a 
last at the South-Meeting house, at 
the close of the Forenoon’s Sermon, 
broke out a fire in the Anchor Tav- 
ern (Near the Old-Meeting house) 
on the top ot the Roof: occasioned by 
some unlucky Boys, who carryed 
some Coals up to the Turret, to fire 
off a Pistol; which was by GODS’ 
good and signal Providence put out 
again, otherwise had proved of fa- 
tal consequence.— Boston News-Let- 
ter, Aug. 21-28, 1704. 

New ENGLAND Correge-Howse, Lon- 
pon. Where as it has been falsely re- 
ported for some Time past, that | 
intended to leave my House, and 
quit my) Business, for Reason I know 
not; Therefore, this is to inform m\ 
lriends and Customers, that I have 
no such Intention, but shall always 
be glad to serve them as usual to the 
utmost of my Power, as I and m\ 
late Husband have done for upwards 
ot forty years past. Your most 
obedient and humble servant, J4u7e 
Tones, late Gawthorne. 

Krom the New-England, New- 
York, Newfoundland, Rhode-Island 
and Nova Scotia Cofttee-House in 
Threadneedle-Street, London, be- 
hind the Royal Exchange. — Boston 
Gazette, Sept. 4, 1753. 
ROUNDEzvousS FoR CoasTERs. This is 
to inform all Gentlemen, Merchants, 
Masters of Vessels and others who 
have any Business with the Coasters 


of Newbury and Casco, Xc, who 
formerly us’d the Red Cross, that 
for the future they are to be met 
with at the Sun Tavern on Dock 
Square. — Boston News-Letter, Sept. 
21/28, 1728. 


GEORGE TitLteEy’s House, Boston. 


George Tilley of Boston, having 
failed in business, transferred to 
trustees, representing his creditors, 
his dwelling house on Pleasant street, 
Boston, near the Hay-Market de- 
scribed as follows: “with eight 
Rooms in it, seven of which are fire 
rooms, with a Number of convenient 
Closets and a good Cellar, four of 
the said Rooms 1s cornish’d, and 
the House is handsomely painted 
throughout, one of the Rooms is 
painted Green, another Blue, one 
Cedar and one Marble: the other 
four a Lead colour, the Garrets are 
handsomely plaistered; the House 
has twenty Sash-Windows to it.”’ — 
Boston Gazette, Sept. 18, 1753. 


Wire Horse Tavern, Boston. To 


be sold, by Jonathan Dwight; the 
White-horse Tavern in Boston, the 
land adjoining to the street leading 
from the state-house to the fortifi- 
cation, measuring 108 feet front, and 
314 feet back, in all about an acre; 
a garden full of all sorts of fruit; 
Said tavern has more room than any 
inn in town, and will with the three 
shops adjoining, rent for above 
l.200 old tenor a year. Also a barn 
60 feet long, a wood-hole, cole-house 
and stables 120 feet long, with as 
good a well and pump as any in 
town, being shaded with two green 
elm trees, and the water as cool as if 
in an ice-house; inquire of said 
Dwight, living in the said house. — 
Boston Gazette, July 7, 1755. 


VassaL House, Camsripnce. Friday 
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Night last a Fire broke out at Cam- 
bridge in an Out Building belonging 
to Mr. Henry Vassal, and improved 
by Mr. Eyres of this Town, Carpen- 
ter, who was finishing Mr. Vassel’s 
House there; the Building was en- 
tirely consumed, by which ‘tis said 
Mr. Eyres lost in Tools, Nc, to the 
Value of three Hundred Pounds, Old 
Tenor. — Boston Gazette, Nov. 11, 
1746. 

ATCH Howse. Rev. Andrew Gardner, 
minister at Lancaster, Mass. was 
accidentally shot and killed when 
coming out of “the little Watch- 
house that was over one of the 
Flankers”’ of the garrison house, he 
probably coming out to warm him- 
self. He was shot by an excited senti- 
nel as he was “coming down out of 
the watch-house through a little 
Trap door into the Flanker.” — 
Boston News-Letter, Nov. I} 
1704. 
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House Harpware. Just Imported and 


to be Sold by Edward Blanchard, 
at his Shop, late in the Occupation 
of Mr. Byles, opposite the Conduit, 
Boston, cheap for Cash;.. . all sorts 
of Nails, Brads and Tax, Hinges of 
all Sorts, Sash Lines and Pul- 
leys, Thumb Latches, Brass Knobb 
Latches, Locks of all Sorts. 
Boston Gazette, Feb. 14, 1757. 


ARDWARE AND [TOOLsS. [mported from 


London and Bristol and to be sold 
by Mary & William Fackson at the 
Brazen Head in Cornhill: — [A great 
variety of articles including] double 
and single spring chest locks, chest 
handles, stock locks, egg-nob locks, 
and other door locks, H & HL hinges, 
pew hinges, hooks and hingesand gar- 
nets, chest hinges, door latches, com- 
passes, hammers, turning gouges, 
firmers, plain irons, gimblets and tap 


H 


borers, hand-saws, plows, hollow 
and rounds, augers, rules, plaster- 
ing and brick trowels, splinter and 
black pad locks, . . . desk and book 
furniture, viz. handles and 
scutcheons of various sorts, desk and 
book case locks, book case hinges, 
scutcheons and bolts, prospect hinges, 
scutcheons and locks, desk buttons, 
brass pins, clock-case hinges, brass 
and iron table ketcher, London glue, 
screws, brass and iron desk hinges, 
rule joint table hinges, square butts, 
dovetails. ... — Boston Gazette, Oct. 


case 


9 ‘ 

ARDWARE. John Townley, takes this 
method to acquaint his Customers, 
&c. That he is Remov'd from the 
Wheat Sheaf, Hanover Street, the cor- 
ner of Wing’s-Lane, to the Wheat 
Sheaf (opposite the Drum-makers, 
North of the Draw-Bridge) Ann 
Street, where he is selling off Whole- 
sale and Retail . . . as he is going 
Home this Season... . 

A Variety of Hard Ware, as 
Drawer Locks, Door and _ other 
Locks, Hinges, Screws, new fashion 
curious Brass spring Sash-fasten- 
ings, Racks and Springs for reading 
Desks, a curious sett of large 3 
Wheel Castere or Bed Runners, Xc, 
Escutchions, Bolts, Curtain Rings, 
Brass Curtain Hooks, large smoak 
Hooks, Brass Clock Hinges, [ron 
Hooks and Eyes, Fire Screen Springs, 
&c, &c. — Boston Gazette, July 28, 
1760. 


HARDWARE. Imported in the last ships 


from London and Bristol and to be 
sold by Timothy Newell, at his Shop 
on Dock Square, nails by the Cask 
of all sizes, London Hard Metal and 
common Pewter of all Sorts, Brass 
Kettles and Skillets, Warming & 
rying Pans, Tea Kettles and new- 
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fashion Tea-Pots, Maple, Horn, 
Buck, and Ivory handle Case Knives 
and Forks, Tin’d Knife Baskets, 
Spring and Cutteau Knives, Brass 
& Leather Ink Pots, Iron Chafing- 
Dishes, ... Long & Short Pipes, Tin- 
plates, Lanthorn Leaves, Lattin 
Brass, Wier of all sorts, Nc, X&c. — 
Boston Gazette, June 
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NaILs. Sheathing and Deck Nails at 


44s. per Hundred, 3d. or Lath Nails 
at 2s. W 2d. per Thousand, Orr’s best 
Scythes at 40s. per Dozen, hard 
Metal Dishes [pewter] at Is. 8d. per 
lb. for sale at the Shop of the late 
Edward Fackson, near the Head of 
the Town Dock. — Boston Gazette, 
Nov. 14, 175 
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Old English Pattern Books of Hardware Ased in the 
Building and Cabinet Maker's Trades 


By Georce Francis Dow 


NUMBER of years ago there 
came to light on a top shelf in 
an old hardware store at Salem, 
Massachusetts, a number of pattern 
books sent out over a century ago by 
the manufacturers in 





Birmingham, 
England. Each book was composed of 
engravings on copper picturing house 
hardware in brass and tron; all manner 
of brass fittings for furniture and uphol- 
stery; clock and coffin trimmings; light- 
ing appliances; saddlery furniture; 
tools and similar equipment. The en- 
gravings were well done and with these 
pattern books in hand the New Eng- 
land merchant was able to order from 
abroad just the material required by 
his trade, having thereby exact knowl- 
edge of the size and pattern of each 
piece of hardware. 

These elaborately produced trade 
catalogues served their day and, since 
most of them were destroyed, they are 
now very difficult to find. There are 
small collections in some of the large 
museums and libraries and once in a 
while an example is listed in a book- 
seller's catalogue. It is possible to date 
the use of certain forms of hardware 
and metal trimmings by means of these 
old-time pattern books and therefore 
they possess an unusual interest at the 
present time, when the pattern of a 
door latch or hinge may help to deter- 
mine the age of an old house and when 
every collector wants to know the year 
his antique furniture was made. 

These pattern books grew out of a 
need for exact information to guide the 
buyer. At an earlier time letters de- 


J” 


scribing new patterns served their pur- 
pose and, when convenient, samples of 
manufactured goods were probably 
sent out with price lists. But the slow 
transportation facilities of the time 
caused long delays in obtaining fresh 
goods and presently the trade catalogue 
containing drawings of the articles for 
sale, came into existence. 

Betore the American Revolution, 
English manufacturers had begun to 
send drawings of their goods to their 
customers in the colonies. At first they 
sent out loose sheets intended to be 
saved and later bound into book form. 
Before the year 1800 substantial books 
of plates began to appear, nearly all of 
them lacking a title page. It is possible, 
however, to identify many of them by 
means of small labels pasted on the in- 
side of the front cover. Here is a label 
that reads: 


“W. Walker & Sons, Birmingham, 
1810, No. 1192, Disct 5 Per Cent. In 
giving Orders from this Book always 
mention the number of it.” 


The last sentence is in handwriting 
and also the amount of the discount 
from the list prices which also are writ- 
ten in red or black ink directly on the 
engraved plates. The engraving of the 
plates was on copper and usually well 
done, although sometimes a matter of 
perspective proved a bit troublesome to 
the artist. The oldest pattern book in 
the collection at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, South Kensington, is 
a scrap book in which the engravings, 
each measuring about 16 inches by 12 
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Door Knocker in Brass or Jron 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED “J. NIND 1799" 
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Door Knocker in Brass or Fron 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “*14 
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Moor Knocker in Brass or Jron 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “1800° 




















Brass Door Knocker 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED “I & P i794" 
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Cas: Brass Bed Caps 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “LLOYD & cO., 1804" 
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Stamped Brass Cloak Pin Heads 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “1 & P 1794. 


























Brass Drawer Handles 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKI D, **]. HOLYOKI a PROBABLY ABOUT 14 

















Brass Drawer Handles 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “1 & P 1794 























Brass Commode Handles 






ROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “I & P 1794" 














Brass Commode Handles 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “I & P 1794" 




















Cast Brass Cloak Pin Heads 


PROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “]. HOLYOKE 
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Stamped Brass Handles for Hhutters, etc. 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED, “I & 


P 1794" 
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Jron Norfolk Thumb Latches 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER WATERMARKED “*FINCH °, PROBABLY 
\BOUT 1800 
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Old English Pattern Books 
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Brass Hinges 


FROM A BIRMINGHAM CATALOGUE PRINTED ON PAPER 


inches, have been mounted.* At some 
former time the plates had been folded 
for convenience in storing or transmis- 
sion. Descriptive numbers, by which to 
order, are engraved on the plates near 
each article pictured; the prices, how- 
ever, have been written in by hand as 
in later books. The manufacture of 
stamped brass goods began in Birming- 
"See Old Pattern Books otf the Metal 
Trades (Vidorta & Albert Museum Catalogues), Lon 
don, 191. 


English 











WATERMARKED, “E & S IROL) 


ham in 1769, following a patent taken 
out that vear, and was utilized for 
raising scale pans, saucepans, warming 
pans, basins and kettles. In 1777 the 
process was adapted to the making of 
cabinet goods, furniture fittings, coffin 
furniture, etc. 

The accompanying illustrations are 
all reproduced from plates in the col- 
lection of pattern books preserved in the 
library of the Fssex Institute at Salem, 


Mass. 








Wax Fiqures in Old Museums 


By Mase t P. Stivers 


POPULAR feature of the old- 

time museum and _ itinerant 

show was the display of wax 
figures of well-known characters in 
history. Washington and Napoleon 
were certain to be included and a 
gruesome figure representing the victim 
of some tragedy in recent life or 
ancient history was usually included to 
attract the morbid and thrill the vouth. 
Long before the Revolution there were 
those who instructed young ladies in 
the making of small wax figures. 

In the year 1731, Martha Gazley, 
“late of Great Britain,” was instruct- 
ing the young ladies of the city of New 
York, how to make “the following 
curious Works, viz. Artificial Fruit 
and Flowers and other Wax-work, 
Nuns-Work, Philligree and Pencil 
Work upon Muslin ... as also to 
Paint on Glass, and Transparent for 
Sconces.” 

The Boston Evening Post tor Feb. 1, 
1748, has the following advertisement: 

“This may inform young Gentle- 
women in Town and Country, that 
early in the Spring Mrs. Hiller designs 
to open a Boarding-School at the 
house where she lives, in Fish-Street, 
at the North End of Boston, next 
Door to Dr. Clarke’s, where they may 
be taught Wax-Work, Transparent 
and Filligree, Painting upon Glass, 
Japanning, Quill Work, keather-Work 
and Embroidering in Gold and Silver, 
and several other sorts of work not 
here enumerated, and may be supplied 
with Patterns and all sorts of Draw- 
ing, and materials for their work.” 

There were also modellers in wax 
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who executed portraits in bas-relief 
and among the earliest in America was 
Mrs. Patience Wright who, it is said, 
began to model portrait heads in 1769, 
at a time when she was left a 
widow with three children to support. 
She also made life-size figures having 
features and hands modelled in wax 
and these were exhibited in public 
with considerable success. In 1771, 
the greater part of her collection was 
destroyed by fire and the next year 
she sailed for England where her work 
soon gained public attention and in 
time she executed likenesses of the 
King and Queen and many others in 
public life. She continued to make 
life-size figures and with such skill 
that Horace Walpole writes of a wax 
figure of a housemaid, executed by her, 
that was placed in a natural position 
in a London house and actually spoken 
to by a guest who thought the figure 
alive. 

The unfortunate destruction of her 
collection in New York is described in 
the Boston News-Letter ot June 20, 
1771 (supplement): 

“New York, June to. On Monday 
evening, about 8 o'clock, a fire was 
discovered in the House of Mrs. 
Wright, the ingenious artist in Wax- 
Work, and proprietor of the ligures 
so nearly resembling the life, which 
have for some time past been exhibited 
in this City to general satisfaction. 
The accident happened when Mrs. 
Wright was abroad, and only children 
at home, and was occasioned by one 
of them accidentally setting fire to a 
curtain inclosing some of the Figures, 
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which soon communicated to the 
cloaths, and the wax of which they 
were composed. The neighbours im- 
mediately assembled, and gave all 
possible ‘assistance in removing and 
preserving the household Goods. The 
fire engines play’d into the House and 
soon extinguished the flames: But, 
tho’ most of the Wax-work was 
destroyed, amounting to several hun- 
dred pounds, yet she was so fortunate 
as to save the curious Piece of the 
Rev. Mr. Whitefield, the Pennsyl- 
vania Farmer, and some others.”’ 

Similar exhibitions were later held 
in other cities and toward the end of 
the century Bowen's travelling museum 
was established in Boston where it 
became well known as the Columbian 
Museum. Life-size wax figures were 
here the principal attraction as shown 
by the following advertisments: 


WAX-WORK 


\Ir. Bowen 

Respectfully acquaints the Ladies 
and Gentlemen of Salem and _ its 
vicinity, that he has removed his 
Exhibition from Boston, where it met 
with universal applause. 

Tomorrow Evening at 7 o'clock the 
door will be opened, and commence 
one of the most pleasing & innocent 
amusements, 


AT the ASSEMBLY ROOM, Salem 


The numerous attractions of this 
admired Collection having lately been 
increased by adding several excellent 
new Figures, it is recommended to be 
worthy of the patronage and attention 
of a liberal public. Mr. Bowen, wish- 
ing immediately to gratify the in- 
habitants of this town and vicinity, 
begs leave to inform them that his 
residence here will be but a few days. 





It would be unnecessary to give a 
particular description of all the Fig- 
ures in this large Exhibition; but 
among the most admired, we may 
enumerate, an excellent likeness of 
the President of the United States and 
his amiable Lady, with a representa- 
tion of the President supporting the 
Union of Liberty, Justice, Peace, and 
Plenty. His Excellency Gov. Hancock, 
who was one of the first of the patriotic 
members that signed the Declaration 
of American Independence—a sincere 
Friend to his Country. The celebrated 
Hamilton, Secretary of the Treasury 
of the United States. Three beautiful 
female Figures, representing a Boston, 
Rhodetsland, and Philadelphia Beauty. 
The unfortunate Baron Trenck in real 
chains. Doctor Franklin, dressed in a 
suit of his own clothes, with about 
Twenty other Figures in full stature. 

The Exhibition will be open every 
day (except Saturday evenings and 
Sundays) from 10 o’clock in the morn- 
ing until g in the evening. 

Tickets of admission, at ove shilling 
and six pence for Ladies and Gentle- 
men, and wine-pence tor Children 
under 10 years of age, may be had at 
the door. 

No reduction of the price will take place. 


—Nalem Gazette, Oct. 18, 1791. 


Late additions to the 
COLUMBIAN MUSEUM 
At the Head of the MALL, Boston. 

Mr. BOWEN informs the Public, 
that he has purchased Mr. PAFF’s 
much admired Exhibition of 

CONCERT CLOCKS, 
Mehich are placed at the head of the 
Museum Hall, as a valuable and pleas- 
ing addition to that very extensive re- 


posittory of CURIOSITIES. 
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1. A Canary Birp, which sings a var- 
iety of beautiful songs, minuets, mar- 
ches, &c. natural as life. 2. A company 
of dutomatum Figures, which dance to 
the Music of an Harpsichord. 3. Three 
Figures, which play the Organ and Clar- 
inet in concert. 4. Three Figures, which 
play the Harpsichord and Hautboys, in 
concert. §. King Herod beheading John 
the Baptist, and his Daughter holding 
a charger to receive the head. 6. A 
Chimney Sweep and his boy on the 
top of a chimney. 7. Three Figures 
which strike the hours and quarters. 
8. A Butcher killing an Ox. 

The above CONCERT CLocks have been 
exhibited in New-York, with universal 
applause, and are well worthy the atten- 
tion of the Citizens of Boston and the 
Public in general. 

The Museum also. contains 
most extensive Collection of 

ELEGANT PAINTINGS, 

That ever was exhibited in the United 
States, some of which are 10 by 12 
feet, elegantly framed, and valued 
from 500 to 1000 dols. 
Atso — 4 Collection of upwards of 50 
elegant Figures of Waxwork, Large 
as Life, among which are the following 
(the most interesting) viz. 

The late King of France, taking an 
affectionate ieave of his family just 
before he suffered under the guillotine: 
The Queen appears in a rage of 
distraction — the King’s Sister deeply 
affected — the young Princess is faint- 
ing — and the Dauphin is embracing 
his unhappy Father—the Queen's 
Maid of Honor also appears in great 
distress. A guard of Soldiers are wait- 
ing to conduct him to the place of 
execution. This is an affecting scene 
which appears as natural as the life, 
and is the most interesting group of 


the 





Wax Ficures that ever was exhibted 
to the United States. 

GeorGe WASHINGTON, late President 
of the United States, is elegantly situa- 
ted in the centre of the Museum Hall, 
surrounded by four beautiful Wax Fig- 
ures, representing Liperry, with the 
staff and cap —Jvsrice, with the sword 
and balance — Peace, with the olive 


branch extended and PLEeNty, with a | 
cornucopia, or horn of plenty, loaded 
with fruit. 
Dr. FRANKLIN, sitting at a table, | 
with the late Dr. Srites, President | 
of Yale College, Connecticut. The 
New-York Beauty. The Sleeping Nymph. ' 
A Tea Party of Young Ladies, with a 
Servant Negro Girl. The Salem Beauty. . 
Maternal Affection, or a Lady with two 
beautiful Children. The Boston Beauty. < 
Sir Charles Grandison and Miss Harrtet Pe 
Byron. Charlotte weeping at the Tomb : 
of Werter. Humphreys and Mendoza, . 
the celebrated English Boxers. The | 
domestic Cottager, at the spinning " 
wheel. The venerable Fohn S. Hutton | ti 
who lately died in Philadelphia, aged . 
108 years and 4 months, drest with the 3 
fame cloathes which he wore when m 
living, with his own cane, pipe, tobacco- p 
box, &c. Theassassination of Marat, by lb 
the beautiful Miss CHARLOTTE CorDeE, S 
in France. Two Greenwich Pensioners. Ik: 
The late unfortunate Baron TRENCK, - 
loaded with large iron chains in a real * 
Prison. An Indian Warrior, with his b 
tomahawk, belts of wampum, &c. Two os 
Chinese Mandarines,drestin the modern = 
Stile of that country. Also, two Man- Ww. 
darines, deposited in the Museum, rs 
Kor Sale. F 
With a great variety of M 
Natural and Artificial Curiosities; - 
Among which are a great variety of , gh 
Birds, live Owls, Beasts, Reptiles, 
Serpents, (one of which is a Rattle- ) 
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Snake, 9 vears of age, and 4 feet in 
length,) Insects, Diamond Beetle, Glass 
Frigates, two feet in length, com- 
pleatly rigged and mounted with Glass 
Guns, Wc. 

The MUSEUM has lately received 
the principal Additions for this season 
—It is Opened Every Day, (except 
Sundays) and ILLUMINATED every Tues- 
day, Thursday, and Friday Evenings. 

Boston Chronicle, Dec. 19, 1797 


Another early modeller in wax was 
Reuben Moulthrop who lived and 
worked in East Haven, Conn. He was 
the son of John Moulthrop, 3d, and 
Abigail Holt, and was born in 1763 
and died July 29, 1814. In Nov. 18, 
1792, he was married to Hannah 
Street, daughter of Rev. Nicholas 
Street. Her brother, Justin W. Street, 
was associated with him in _ business 
and occupied the old house* in New 
Haven after Mr. Moulthrop built a 
new one. According to Hughes’ “‘His- 
tory of East Haven,” ‘the business 
was in full blast soon after the Revolu- 
tion.” The work of manufacture was 
carried on by Reuben Moulthrop, as 


principal, with the assistance of his 
brother-in-law Justin Washington 
Street, and was the only one of the 


kind in the state. How they came to 
enter into such a business 1s not known, 
but Moulthrop was a portrait painter 
by profession and probably knew of the 
work done by Patience Wright and 
may have heard of Madame Tussaud’s 
waxworks which originated in Paris 
during the French Revolution in 178<. 
Life-like figures of Charlotte Corday, 
Marat and others prominent tn those 
terrible scenes, were modelled and 
shown in London. As Lafayette was a 


*An account of this house may be found in OLpb- 


Time New Encuanp, Vol. XII. (1922), pp. 147-162. 


guest at the Rev. Nicholas Street's 
home in New Haven, in 1777, when his 
troops camped on the East Haven 
Green, some account may have been 
given which stirred the imagination of 
the boy Reuben, then only fourteen 
vears old to reproduce after the 
American Revolution, some of the 
characters who took part in the stirring 
events of that time. 

The characters chosen for exhibition 
were usually those that appealed to 
the spirit of morbid curiosity which is 
inherent in the mass of the populace. 
While talking one day with a hale and 
hearty sea-faring native of East Haven, 
now over eighty years old, I asked him 
‘if he remembered any thing about the 
wax figures made in town?” “Why, 
ves, he replied, “‘when I was a little 
feller, about five or six years old, I 
remember they had an exhibition of 
them down to the Town Hall, and my 
mother took me along.” “‘What were 
they?’ I asked. “Whom did they 
represent?” ““Well,” he said, with a 
reminiscent gleam in his eye, “I only 
remember Capt. Kidd.”’ “How did he 
look?”” I asked. “‘Oh! true to life,” 
he replied, “I'll never forget Aim; 
black eyes, long black whiskers, high 
boots and all armed, dagger, pistols 
and everything.” 

| also remember seeing an account 
of an exhibition of Hamilton and Burr 
in Richmond, Va., after the famous 
duel, at which the hall was thronged 
and crowds turned away. I, too, 
remember, when a child, the awful joy 
| experienced whenever, upon a visit 
to the old Boston Museum, after the 
tamer joys of seeing Gulliver in a glass 

case with the little | Alliputians swarm- 
ing all over him, and the fat man who 
weighed over four hundred pounds 
and who had to have a coffin made 
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especially for him, I was taken to the 
top floor, where were depicted scenes 
from famous murders, with life-like 
wax figures performing the gruesome 
deeds. It was called the ““Chamber of 
Horrors” and verily it was. 

The process of manufacture which 
was carried on at the old “‘lean-to”’ 
house, in New Haven, later known 
as the “Dillon Place,” was first to 
construct a framework or skeleton of 
wood for the bodies, which was 
Stuffed and then dressed with the 
greatest care and richness. Mr. Moul- 
throp brought two sisters, by name 
Shailor, expert dressmakers, from Bris- 
tol, England, to reside in his house and 
make the dresses. One married, April 
s, 1818, Daniel Hughes. 

The heads, hands and feet of the 
hgures were cast in and 
painted in oil colors to counterfeit lite 
and with glass eves and natural hair 
they were very realistic. | have seen 
the wax head of a very old doll, made 
there for one of the children of the 
family. When held to the light it was 
the most perfect, life-like little head 
vou can imagine. The hair was black 
and done high, as was the fashion of 
the time. It had black eves and a 
brunette skin, which the light caused 
to reflect a natural flush. 


beeswax 


Whenever a man became a public 
character, his figure was taken in wax, 
boxed up and sent off on tour. If he 
were married, a figure of his wife 
accompanied him. Daniel Smith of 
Kast Haven, the lecturer who 
accompanied the figures and gave the 
exhibitions. He always took with him 
the figures of two ladies, a blonde and 
brunette, to one of which was attached 
a placard “The beauty of this place,” 
and this was shown after Smith had 
ascertained whether the belle of the 
town was a blonde or a brunette. 

The of manufacture gave 
employment to a considerable number 


Was 
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of both sexes and was so remunerative 
that Mr. Moulthrop sold the old house 
to his brother-in-law and erected on 
Townsend Avenue, New Haven, what 
was considered in those days a palatial 
residence and which in later years was 
known as the ‘“‘Mitchell house.” The 
business was finally broken up by 
gamblers who used wax figures as an 
attraction for their dens, which did not 
meet with the approval of Mr. Smith. 
The last phase of the business in East 
Haven, wasthe making of shrines forthe 
South American trade. These were glass 
cases in which stood beautiful, little wax 
figures of women in front of a shrine. 
Fortunes were also madein this business. 
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Suffolk County Court House, Boston 


BUILT IN 151 AFTER DESIGNS BY CHARLES BULFINCH: REMODELLED IN 1840 FOR A CITY HALL AND 
rAKEN DOWN IN 1362 WHEN THE PRESENT CITY HALL WAS BUILT ON THI 
SITE: FROM A PHOTOGRAPH MADE ABOUT I8S0 





Notes and Gleanings 


The Society has re- 
cently acquired 
through the gift of 
Mr. Francis H. Bige- 
low of Cambridge, the cardle in which 
Gen. William Heath of Revolutionary 
fame was rocked. It is of pine and 
covered with leather into which are 
driven several hundred brass headed 
tacks for purposes both of ornament 
and utility. On the head of the cradle 
is the date, 1735. The inside is par- 
tially covered with wall paper of old 
fashioned design. Mr. Bigelow bought 
the cradle from the granddaughters of 
Moses Day, one of whom received it 
in rather an unusual manner. Peter 
Brigham, a neighbor of Moses Day, 
bought the cradle at a sale held by 
General Heath’s nephew and name- 
sake when in need of funds. Mr. 
Brigham hearing of the illness of one 
of Mr. Day’s little granddaughters, 
now Mrs. Sarah M. D. Emerson, sent 
the cradle to her father that he might 
make her comfortable in it. Before 
the cradle could be returned, Mr. 
Brigham died and in settling his estate, 
his wife accepted one of the first gold 
dollars issued for payment. 


Gen L HEATH 
CRADLE 


The editor has _ been 

A informed that the pic- 
Correcrion ture of Rev. Richard 
Mather’s house at Low- 

ton, England, shown on page ¢3 of the 
O¢tober, 1924, number of Orpv-Time 
New ENGLAND, being serial number 
38, is wrongly dated, as showing the 
house as it appeared in 1g22. The cor- 
rect date is about 1892. In 1g13 the 
house had already been down “‘some 
considerable time.’ This probably 


the old Mather house 


means Was 
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destroyed somewhere in the vicinity 
of 1gOO-1g04. 

To be sold by 
EarTrHEN Ware Capt. Arthur Sav- 

age at the White 
House near Mr. Coleman’s Church, 
Boston, Earthern Ware and Glasses 
per the Hogshead, fine Holland Tiles, 
Earthern and Stone Ware in Parcels, 
likewise the long London Tobacco 
Pipes, all very Reasonable. — Boston 
News-Letter, Apr. 23-30, 1716. 


Several sorts of Neat 
Dutch Tiles, to be set 
in chimneys, to be sold 
by Mr. Richard Draper; at the lower 
end of Cornhill, Boston.— Boston News 
Letter, May 6-13, 1726. 


Dutrcu TILes 


Just imported and sold 
CHina Ware by Samuel Fletcher, 

Blue and White China 
Dishes and Plates, Quart and two 
Quart best blue and white, and burnt 
China Bowls. Coffee Cups and Saucers, 
a great Variety of blue and white and 
burnt China Tea Cups and Saucers, 
Handle Coffee Cups, Sauce Boats, 
Butter Plates, blue and white China 
Pudding Dishes of all sizes, oval 
Kishes Dishes, fower’d Wine Glasses, 
Bread Baskets, Waiters and Salvers, 
the finest Hyson Tea, with a fine 
assortment of Groceries.— Boston Ga- 
zette, Oct. 45; 1701. 


Robert Barker of Hanover, in 
the County of Plymouth, 
hereby informs the public, 
that he makes BE tts of any size suit- 
able for Meeting-Houses, at Two 
Shillings per Pound.— Boston Gazette, 
Fuly 29, 1705. 


BELLS 











